Richard Joseph Bridge
June 13, 1931 - September 23, 2021

Richard Joseph Bridge, age 90, went home to be with the Lord on September 23, 2021.
He was born June 13, 1931 to Menzo and Eva (Jackson) Bridge in Bradley Beach, NJ.
After graduating from Asbury Park High School in NJ, Richard married his high school
sweetheart, JoAnn Blackwell, in December 1950. After beginning college, Richard
became a student minister and served in Methodist churches in South Jersey. A big
believer in higher education, he graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree from Glassboro State
College, a Master’s Degree in Education from Temple University, and then went on to
graduate from Eastern Baptist Seminary. He was then ordained an Elder and served in
United Methodist churches in the South Jersey Conference for over 40 years. Through the
years he struggled with several health issues including valvular heart disease which, in his
early fifties, required a heart valve replacement. That replacement enabled him to remain
active for the remainder of his life doing the things he loved including outdoor athletic
competition and training, tennis, kayaking, canoeing, bicycling, sailing, camping, and most
recently, riding a recumbent trike. He passed along these interests to so many family
members and friends. After he and JoAnn retired, they moved to southern Delaware into
their red brick house on the stream with a dock. They continued to enjoy their time
outdoors together and Richard also began serving part time in Delaware Methodist
churches. He preached and lived redemption, love, and salvation and was always
surrounded by family. Richard and his wife raised a large family. He is survived by his
loving wife of 70 years, JoAnn, his six children Teresa Bridge-Jackson, Alice (Marvin)
Crawford, Connie (William) Villegas, Mary Jo (Donna) Bridge, Richard M. Bridge, and
Edward (Kirsti Kaldro) Bridge, 16 grandchildren, 17 great grandchildren, and 4 great great
grandchildren along with many nieces, nephews, and friends. Richard is also survived by
his older brother Menzo and predeceased by his brother Wilbur. He was a member of a
large loving family and community, and he will be sorely missed.
Services for Richard will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday, October 9, 2021 at Sailor's
Bethel United Methodist Church, located at 7752 Main Street, Bethel, DE. A luncheon in
celebration of Richard’s life will follow the service at, Woodland United Methodist Church,
5123 Woodland Church Road, Seaford, DE.
In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to your favorite charity.
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Comments

“

I am just reading this as it is Christmas Letter time and we hadn't heard from Pastor
Bridge and JoAnn in quite a few years. We were in Yorktown, VA together when my
husband was stationed at the CG base there. We got to talking and found out that we
were related in some way because my Grandmother was Barbara Bridge and she
had relatives in Port Jervis, and did Pastor Bridge. Every year after leaving Yorktown
we got a beautiful Christmas letter from them with their tales of tandem bike rides
and your Mother's beautiful art work. I am glad to know your Mother is still alive, but
sad that Pastor Bridge has left us for heaven, but I guess I should be rejoicing! Our
thoughts and prayers are with you now and during the coming years. We kind of
watched all the kids grow up. Love, John and Margaret Lilley Smith.
Aprililley@aol.com Your Mom and Dad certainly made a beautiful, Godly couple for
us to look up to. We will be married 56 years this coming May. We were in Yorktown
area 1971-74.

Margaret Lilley Smith - December 18, 2021 at 04:43 PM

“

In my comment above I said that Pastor Bridge was our pastor in Yorktown, VA . . . My
husband said it was in Cape May, N. J. both have CG bases so maybe it was Cape May.
Sorry for the error if it was . . . wherever it was that we were together . . . it was a wonderful
experience! I will have to do more investigating. Sincerely, Margaret Lilley Smith. Praying
for the whole family. XX
Margaret Lilley Smith - December 19, 2021 at 02:24 PM

“

Mary Jo and Donna, I am so sorry for your loss. What a beautiful tribute to your
father. My prayers and thoughts are with you and your family during this difficult time.

Karen Moraal - September 28, 2021 at 11:55 AM

“

I will miss waving to you as you rode your recumbent trike on Phillips Landing Rd.
Godspeed Sir.

Todd Lowe - September 28, 2021 at 08:40 AM

